>ECIAL  GIFT  -  Soon  Shil 
Back,  executive  director  of 
the  Korean  Women's  Mis- 


tiva  director  and  traaaurer 
for  the  Woman'*  Miasion- 


Tha  WMU.  which  hold*  its 
annual  meeting  prior  to  tha 
convening  of  tha  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  annual 
meeting,  is  celebrating  125 
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Messengers  reelect  Luter,  approve  BSA  resolution 


years  of  missions. 


of  the  suicidal  death  of  ^Vbadcn  Bible  Scl 


light  of  the  suicidal  death  of 
Rack  Warren's  youngest  son  and 
the  publication  of  a  new  book 
by  Page  about  the  suicide  of  his 
daughter  Melissa. 

Luter  was  re-elected  un¬ 
opposed,  getting  a  standing 
ovation  from  the  messengers 


l  for  the  Rccok 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Caution!  Don’t  grow  weaiy 


an  you  think  of  the  last  time 


I  you  gave  in  to  something  you 
^yknow  you  shouldn’t  have?  What 
causes  you  to  lose  heart,  give  up  on 
doing  good,  and  give  into  temptation 
even  when  you  know  it  is  wrong? 

I  have  spent  some  time  the  last 
couple  of  months  meditating  on  what 
causes  me  to  grow  weary  ana  to  want 
to  stop  being  obedient.  When  I  say 
weary,  I  am  not  talking  about  be¬ 
ing  physically  tired  because  of  lack 
of  sleep  or  something  like  that.  The 
word  Paul  uses  for  “grow  weary"  in  the 
Greek  actually  means  "giving  into  evil.” 
This  is  a  kind  of  spiritual  weariness 
that  causes  you  to  want  to  give  up  on 
doing  good  and  give  into  sin. 

Ever  been  there?  Me,  too.  I  know  the 
good  I  am  supposed  to  do,  yet  there 
are  times  1  willingly  choose  to  sin.  That 
crushes  and  grieves  me!  I  have  become 
a  coward  because  doing  the  good  thing, 
doing  the  God  thing,  is  too  hard  or 
the  payoff  isn't  immediate  enough  or, 
frankly,  sometimes  my  character  is  just 
plain  weak. 

As  I  have  been  thinking  about  what 
has  caused  me  to  give  into  sin  in  the 
past,  I  have  noticed  several  recurring 
patterns  and  symptoms.  I  have  come 
up  with  a  five-letter  acrostic  using  the 
word;  "weary,"  to  help  us  talk  about 
those  things  that  may  cause  you  and 
me  to  be  spiritually  weary  and  tempted 
to  give  into  evil: 


Guest  opinion 

with  Candi  Finch 


to  go  and  tell  other  people  about  how 
to  be  saved  and  how  to  live  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life  (Matt.  28:19-20!.  When  I  am 
sharing  my  faith  regularly,  it  has  a 
positive,  energizing  impact  on  my  walk 
with  the  Lord. 


Can  it  happen  here? 


uncontrolled  environment,"  Patrick 
Wall,  a  former  Benedictine  monk 
and  Catholic  priest  who  served  as  a 
consultant  to  attorneys  in  the  Alaska 
lawsuits,  told  Newsweek. 

The  story  of  the  children  of  9t. 
Michael  should  serve  as  a  warning 
to  us,  because  the  same  thing  could 


A  few  years  ago,  Newsweek 
magazine  published  a  haunt - 
X  JLing  article  we  should  all  read 
again  and  commit  to  memory,  the 
subject  of  which  should  serve  as 
both  a  caution  and  as  an  object  of 
prayer  as  we  minister  to  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  our  own  communities.  It 
is  the  story  of  the  children  of  St. 
Michael,  a  tiny  Eskimo  village  in 


Actions  replace  God 

If  I  consider  those  times  when  I  have 
really  struggled  with  sin  (even  while 
being  actively  involved  in  ministry), 
the  one  common  denominator  is  that 
I  was  not  regularly  spending  time  in 
God’s  Word.  That  doesn't  mean  that 
when  I  do  spend  time  with  the  Lord, 
all  my  temptations  cease.  What  hap¬ 
pens,  though,  is  that  God’s  Word  gives 
me  strength  to  resist  giving  into  evil 
(Psalm  119:11). 


happen  to  Mississippi  Baptists.  Don’t 
be  shocked,  and  don  t  avert  your  eyes 
in  casual  disbelief.  Alaska  may  be  a 
long  way  from  Mississippi,  both  in 
terms  of  distance  and  culture,  but 
there  has  been  at  least  one  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  church  in  a  similar  (but 
not  identical)  situation  recently,  and 
there  are  p 
Think  al 


Alaska  so  remote  in  the  1060s  that 
no  roads  connected  it  to  the  rest  of 
the  world  and  there  was  only  one 
telephone  for  the  whole  community. 
Everyone  was  poor. 

St.  Michael  was  rich  in  one  way, 
the  Newsweek  article  noted.  Villag¬ 
ers  were  proud  of  their  children,  who 

whiled  awa  . . 

orful  berry 
or  on  t' - 


Is  there  a  more 

the  col-  “target-rich”  environment  for  pedo- 

_ _ ji  tundra  philes  than  our  churches?  Is  tfim 

...  ...  the  ice  of  the  Bering  Strait,  fish-  another  place  where  more  children 
ing  for  the  abundant  tomcod  In  many  gather  in  greater  numbers  under  the 
ways  it  was  an  idyllic,  if  isolated,  life.  supervision  of  trusted  adults?  How 

It  was  into  that  setting  that  the  wdl  do  you  know  the  adults  to  whom 

Jesuit  order  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  sent  a  number  of  priests  and 
workers  representing  the  Church. 

Some  of  them  were  eventually  ac¬ 
cused  of  sexually  molesting  almost 
every  child  in  St.  Michael  over  an 
unbroken  string  of  four  decades. 

“It  is  one  of  the  darkest  cha| 
sexual  abuse  in  the  Roman  Cal 
Church,"  the  Newsweek  article  states. 

"More  than  no  children  in  Eskimo 
villages  claim  they  were  molested 

between  1959  and  1986,  raped  or  as-  _ „  _ _ 

saulted  by  12  priests  and  three  church  churches  are  doing, 
volunteers.  Families  and  victims  The  leaders  of  every  church  in 

believe  that  another  22  people  were  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conventior 
sexually  abused  by  clergy  members  should  consult  with  their  attorney 
but  have  since  killed  themselves.  The  put  together  an  appropriate  systen 
Jesuit  Oregon  Province,  which  in-  for  checking  everyone  who  works* 
eludes  Alaska,  has  agreed  to  pay  $50  the  church's  children.  If  you're  oot 
million  in  damages.  It  is  bebeved  to  the  thousands  of  legitir^itechfldR 
be  the  largest  settlement  ever  against  workers  in  our  churches,  yon  4M 
a  religious  order.’  not  be  offended  by  having  to  take  | 

Tom  Cheemuk  told  Newsweek  he  in  a  safety  system  that  screens  out 
was  one  of  the  victims.  An  alcoholic  few  predators  who  would  take  »dv 
in  his  late  fifties,  Cheemuk  has  at-  tage  of  your  church’s  trust 

tempted  to  kill  himself  because  of  his  Not  doing  so  can  be  devastating 
anger  and  shame.  He  has  also  lost  Not  marry  churches  have  $50  miffi 

two  brothers  to  suicide  and  wonders  to  settle  lawsuits,  but  there*  an  ev 

if  they  too  were  abused.  He  alleges  be  greater  cost 
was  abused  by  more  than  one  priest  "You  see  the  alcoholism,  the 
at  the  same  time.  severe  mental  problems,  people  ii 

Newsweek  also  discovered  from  and  out  of  jail,  an  attorney  who  l 
court  filings  that  one  priest  covered  handled  many  of  the  Alaska  cases 
under  the  Jesuit  settlement  is  ac-  told  Newsweek,  “and  you  wonder, 

cused  of  fathering  four  children  and  how  do  you  put  Humpty  Dumpty 
encouraging  a  16-year-old  girl  to  have  back  on  the  wall?" 
an  abortion,  which  she  did.  Another  The  fact  is,  you  can't.  That’s  wb 
priest  allegedly  impregnated  a  young  we  should  be  praying  for  the  child: 
girl  1  lion  pressured  her  to  blame  it  of  St.  Michael,  and  ensuring  that  a 
on  her  father  and  have  an  abortion.  the  children  in  our  Mississippi  Ba| 
"These  priest,  had  abused  elsewhere  churches  are  as  safe  as  they  can  be 
and  then  were  unleashed  in  the  most  Start  today. 


Liielationships  aren't  refreshing 

I  may  surround  myself  with  people 
who  aren’t  encouraging  me  to  run  the 
race  with  endurance.  1  even  may  dis¬ 
tance  myself  from  my  ‘iron  sharpens 
iron”  friends  who  keep  me  accountable. 
I  avoid  the  very  people  who  could  help 
me  not  to  grow  weary!  You  need  people 
in  your  life  who  challenge  you  to  keep 
doing  good,  even  when  it  is  hard. 


LjJ  eariness 

Here,  I  actually  do  mean  physical 
weariness  because  the  truth  is  that 
there  are  times  when  I  am  physically 

tired  and  give  in  to  sin  more  easily.  If 
I  get  wom  out  and  don’t  take  time  for 
real.rest,  I  find  myself  getting  really 
impatient  and  short-tempered  with 
people.  Adequate  sleep,  along  with 
eating  properly  and  getting  exercise, 
actually  helps  me  in  this. 


low  well  do  you  know  them,  really? 

vention  Board,  every  employee  is 
required  to  undergo  a  background 
check  during  the  hiring  process, 
^Hand  then  at  regular  intervals.  That’s 
of  because  most  convention  board  em¬ 
ployees  have  contact  with  children 
at  some  time  in  the  course  of  their 
jobs.  It’s  not  a  foolproof  process,  but 
it  sure  beats  doing  nothing  —  and 


vast  is  influencing 

Some  yeast  that  has  negatively 
influenced  my  own  life  has  been  tak¬ 
ing  in  the  world’s  influence  through 


[Evangelism  lacking 

Our  one  purpose  for  rem 
this  earth  after  we  have  bee 
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Pastors'  Conference  held  prior  to  start  of  SBC 


HOUSTON  (BP)  -  Pastors  re¬ 
ceived  encouragement  and  chal¬ 
lenge  to  remain  strong  in  ministry 
ana  to  champion  the  Gomel  dur¬ 
ing  die  Southern  Baptist  Pastors’ 
Conference  June  9-10  in  Houston. 

SBPC  President  Gregg 
Matte,  pastor  of  Houston’s  First 
Church,  invited  speakers  serving 
in  churches  from  coast  to  coast 
and  internationally.  The  annual 
two-day  event  concluded  with  a 
message  from  former  Arkansas 
governor  and  current  Fox  News 
Channel  host  Mike  Hudcabee. 

Bruce  Frank 

Bruce  Frank,  pastor  of  BOt- 
more  Church  in  Arden,  N.C, 
opened  the  conference  on  Sunday 
evening  with  a  message  on  finish¬ 
ing  well  in  ministry. 

Frank,  who  later  was  elected  as 
SBPC  president,  preached  from 
2  Timothy  4:9-18,  in  which  the 
apostle  Paul  is  ministering  to  a 
young  and  struggling  Timothy. 
Speaking  from  Ins  experiences 
with  ministry  struggles,  Frank 
said,  “I  understand  mat  you  are 
going  through  many  trials,  pas¬ 
tor,  But  what  is  going  to  matter  10 
years  from  now?  The  important 
thing  to  remember  is  to  both  fin¬ 
ish  —  and  finish  well  —  in  your 
service  to  Christ  and  others.” 

Noting  that  many  dergy  are 
burned  out  or  stressed  in  their 
ministry,  Frank  reminded  confer¬ 
ence  attendees  always  to  be  aware 
of  the  obvious  obstacles  and  to 
confront  them.  “You  are  going  to 
be  lonely,  tired,  angry  ana  impa¬ 
tient  at  times”  Frank  r-id.  "I  have 
a  question  for  you,  though:  ‘Is 
ministry  still  worship  for  you?’ 

‘From  this  passage  in  2  Timo¬ 
thy,  you  see  Paul  fired  up  about 
his  love  for  Jesus.  So,  are  you  in 
awe  of  Jesus  and  are  you  allow¬ 
ing  God’s  message  of  salvation 
to  change  you  daily?  When  Paul 
looks  in  the  mirror,  he  sees  not 
a  pastor  or  a  church  planter,  but 
who  Christ  is  and  what  Christ  has 
done  in  his  fife." 

Noting  bow  this  passage  ap¬ 
plies  to  pastors  today,  Frank  said 
they,  like  Paul,  must  focus  on  both 
their  ministry  and  their  devotion 
to  Christ. 


John  Bisagno 

John  Bisagno,  pastor  emeritus 
at  Houston's  First  Church,  told 

Bars  that,  in  the  words  of  base- 
legend  Jackie  Robinson,  they 
are  “built  to  last'  He  urged  minis¬ 
ters  to  finish  the  task  to  which  God 
has  called  them  and  for  which  He 
has  equipped  them. 

Many  who  enter  the  ministry 
do  not  last,  Bisagno  said.  He  said 
hundreds  of  ministers  from  vari¬ 
ous  Christian  denominations  leave 
the  ministry  every  month  and  that 
only  a  minority  of  seminary  gradu¬ 
ates  will  remain  in  the  ministry 
eight  years  after  graduation. 

Those  who  quit  the  battle  or 
find  themselves  disqualified,  he 
said,  subject  America  and  the 


world  to  an  ever-quickening 
spiritual  decline  —  a  decline  that 
he  said  has  led  Islam,  Mormon- 
ism,  and  the  occult  to  become 
the  first,  second,  and  third  fast¬ 
est  growing  religions  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  respectively. 

The  decline  of  Christianity 
and  the  disappearance  of  those 
once  committed  to  die  ministry 
do  not  have  to  continue,  Bisagno 
said.  He  offered  four  areas  of  fo¬ 
cus:  moral  issues,  money,  people 
and  a  realistic  understanding  of 
success  in  ministry. 

As  for  moral  issues,  Bisagno 
told  ministers  to  guard  their  eyes, 
love  their  wives  *nd  maintain 
correctly  ordered  priorities.  Con¬ 
cerning  money,  he  said  to  follow 
Matthew  6:33  in  seeking  first  the 
Kingdom  of  the  Lord  before  any¬ 
thing  else  Specifically,  be  told 
them  not  to  touch  church  money, 
to  have  no  “shady”  dealings  with 
the  church  credit  card,  ana  never 
to  discuss  the  amount  of  an  hono¬ 
rarium  or  salary. 

Discussing  people  Bisagno 
challenged  pastors  to  be  wary 
of  the  legalists,  the  faithless,  the 
doubtful  and  the  “self-appointed 
church  bosses.'  He  counseled 
pastors  to  remember  their  com 
monality,  avoid  their  discourage¬ 
ment  and  not  to  respond  combat¬ 
ively.  Instead,  listen  closely  and 
lead  wisely,  he  said. 

Through  it  all  ministers  must 
finish  theji^ht  and  finish  it  well. 


FEATURED  SPEAKERS 


Ed  Stetzer 

Ed  Stetzer,  president  of  LifeWay 
Research  in  NMhvflle,  told  pastors 
that  Southern  Baptist  churches 
must  reclaim  salt-and-light  min¬ 
istries  and  churches.  “Christians 
are  called  to  be  salt  and  light  and 
to  live  in  such  a  way  that  makes 
us  distinct  from  the  world  but  also 
impacts  the  world,"  he  said. 

Stetzer,  who  also  is  lead  pastor 
of  Grace  Church  in  Henderson¬ 
ville,  Tn.,  explained  the  bibbcal 
concepts  of  salt  and  light  and  why 
they  are  important 

Preaching  from  Matthew  5, 
Stetzer  observed  things  about  salt 
that  he  said  would  take  churches 
and  ministries  to  ‘a  higher  level" 
For  the  former,  Stetzer  claimed 
that  salt  “preserves,'  “creates 
thirst'  and  “needs  to  stay  salty." 

Citing  statistics  that  indicate  a 
decline  in  total  membership  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  over 
a  50-year  period  and  the  lowest 
baptism  rate  since  1948,  Stetzer 
warned  pastors  that  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  runs  the 
risk  of  Rising  its  saltiness.  “What 
this  convention  needs  to  be  about, 
what  this  day  needs  to  be  about  is 
' :  in  God's  church  saying 


to  Kins  Jesus,  'Lord,  our  hearts 
are  broken.  Revive  us,  Jesus.  Send 
us  again  on  Your  mission.  Help  us 
to  live  out  as  salt  and  light.** 
Calling  Matthew  5  the  “most 
important  sermon  preached  by 

the  most  important  ] - 

Stetzer  said  it  presents 


WOO 

the  visible  dimension  of  a  faith¬ 
ful  Christian  life.  “I  believe  there 
has  never  been  a  more  important 
time  for  us  to  be  salt  and  light  in 
jur  lifetime  than  right  now. 

Rodney  Woo 

In  an  age  of  shifting  demo¬ 
graphics,  churches  must  focus 
on  uniting  believers  from  differ¬ 
ent  cultures  into  one  family  of 
God,  said  Rodney  Woo,pastor  of 
International  Baptist  Cnurch  in 
Singapore.  During  the  Monday 
morning  session,  Woo  pointed 
to  the  church  at  Rome  in  the 
books  of  Acts  and  Romans  as 
such  a  model. 

“I  believe  that  many  of  our 
churches  are  going  to  actually 
identify  more  with  the  church 
at  Rome  than  almost  any  other 
church  in  the  New  Testament 
because  of  the  shifting  times  in 
the  United  States,  ana  especial¬ 
ly  among  Southern  Baptists,' 
Woo  said. 

Woo  noted  the  demograph¬ 
ic  changes  experienced  by  the 
church:  It  started  with  mostly 
Jews,  who  had  returned  after  the 
filling  of  the  Holy  Spirit  at  Pen¬ 
tecost  The  church  then  became 
entirely  Gentile  after  Emperor 


Claudius  expelled  the  Jews  from 
Rome.  Finally,  after  Claudius 
died  and  Jews  began  to  return, 
the  church  settled  into  an  uneasy 
t  tunic  split  as  majority  Gentile/ 
minority  Jew. 

“We  get  some  indicators  from 
the  apostle  Paul  that  there  were 
some  dements  of  tension  between 
the  minority  Jews  and  the  major¬ 
ity  Gentiles,' Woo  said. ‘The  ones 
wmo  used  to  be  in  charge  noware 
no  longer  in  charge." 

Woo  reminded  pastors  that  the 
present  century  has  its  own  lines 
of  demarcation,  and  for  those  in 
the  minority  status,  who  feel  dif¬ 
ferent  and  ostracized,  those  lines 
matter."  I  want  you  to  get  into  the 
skin  of  a  person  who  may  not  be 
a  majority,  and  they’re  coming  to 
your  church,"  Woo  said. 

Paul  did  not  ignore  the  real  eth¬ 
nic  differences  within  the  church, 
Woo  said,  but  rather  emphasized 
that  there  was  no  distinction  in 
God’s  sight  between  Jew  and  Gen¬ 
tile,  that  all  are  one  in  Christ 

Matt  Carter 

Matt  Carter,  pastor  at  Aus¬ 
tin  Stone  Community  Church  in 
Austin,  Texas,  challenged  pas- 
tots  to  love  their  wives  and  ram¬ 
ify  well.  “We  want  to  be  known  as 
men  who  are  not  only  making  an 
impact  in  our  ministries,"  Carter 
said,  “but  we  want  to  be  known  as 
great  husbands  and  great  fathers  ' 

Carter  preached  from  Ephe¬ 
sians  5,  emphasizing  Jesus’  love 
for  the  churdi.  Using  hia  own  per¬ 
sonal  slay  as  an  example,  he  con¬ 
fessed  that  earlier  in  his  ministry, 
if  someone  pulled  back  the  veil  on 
his  life,  it  would  be  evident  he  was 
not  a  great  husband. 

Several  years  ago,  after  Carter’s 
wife  said  sne  did  not  fed  pursued 
or  cherished  by  him,  he  realized 
his  passion  for  the  church  had 
eclipsed  his  primary  call  to  love 
his  wife.  Carter  said  he  turned  to 
Ephesians  5  to  seek  guidance  from 
God  as  he  sought  to  win  back  the 
heart  of  his  wife.  Alt] 
iar.  He  pointed  out  in 
5:23-25  that  Jesus  not  only  loved 
the  church  but  He  loved  her  first. 

Carter  said  he  works  hard  to 
love  his  wife  by  being  a  “one- 
woman  man.'  He  never  travels 
alone,  has  protective  software  on 
both  his  computer  and  phone, 
and  has  given  access  to  his  email, 
phone,  social  media  and  financial 
records  over  to  his  wife. 

Carter  also  encouraged  pastors 
to  lead  first  in  the  arena  of  con¬ 
flict  “In  the  midst  of  conflict  you 
take  the  initiative  to  bring  peace.' 

Finally ,  Carter  said  that  besides 
the  Holy  Spirit  God  has  called 
husbands  to  take  an  active  part  in 
their  wives’  sanctification.  A  hus¬ 
band  should  regularly  ask  his  wife 
about  her  spiritual  life  and  en¬ 
courage  her  to  utilize  her  spiritual 
gifts  in  the  body  of  Christ 

Greg  Laurie 

Greg  Laurie,  senior  pastor  of 


Harvest  Christian  Fellowship  m 
Riverside,  Ca.,  spoke  from  Acts  17 
to  challenge  believers  to  be  faith¬ 
ful  in  preaching  the  Gospel. 

T  came  to  the  Lord  throq^ 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel' Laa- 
rie  said.  Tm  as  passionate  aboia 
preaching  the  Gospel  as  I  have 
ever  been,  m  take  it  a  step  further 
Tm  more  passionate.' 

Laurie  came  to  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  at  age  17  when  he  heard  the 
~  . 1  school 


campus.  Two  years  later, 
a  Bible  study  of  about ; 


than  15,000  church  members 
At  age  60,  Laurie  remains  de¬ 
voted  to  preaching  the  Gospel  to* 
transformed  his  life.  More  than 
371,000  professions  of  faith  have 
been  recorded  during  Laurie’s 
evangelistic  Harvest  Crusades 
Laurie  shared  with  Pastors' 
Conference  attendees  that  the 


tested  my  faith.  If  the  Gospel  did 
not  come  through  for  me  in  my 
hour  of  need,  I  would  have  given 
up  preaching. 

Laurie  urged  pastors  to 
preach  biblical  messages  that  do 
not  overlook  the  cross  and  re¬ 
turn  of  Christ 

‘Focus  on  Jesus  Christ  crus¬ 
hed  and  risen,'  Laurie  said.  Tf 
you  want  your  message  to  hove 
authority,  you  have  to  sp«k  of 
Him  crucified. 

Although  the  Day  of  Judg¬ 
ment  is  one  of  the  hardest 
things  to  preach,  Laurie  said, 
“to  leave  it  out  is  not  to  declare 
the  whole  Gospel’ 

Laurie  reminded  believers  that 
the  command  is  to  preach  and  to 
share  the  Gospel  but  the  results 
are  in  God’s  hands.*  One  day, 
before  we  know  it,  we’re  going 
to  stand  before  God.  When  yon 
stand  before  Jesus,  He’s  net 
to  say,  "Well  done,  my  go< 
successful  servant’  He's 
to  say,  ’Well  done,  my 
faithful  servant'  Our  job  is  to  be 
faithful  to  the  end.’ 

Tim  McKenzie 

Tim  McKenzie,  president  and 
founder  of  On  Every  Word  Min¬ 
istries,  brought  a  message  from 
God’s  Wort  that  was  just  that 
God’s  Word. 

McKenzie  put  a  twist  on  the 
most  basic  of  sermons  as  he  wove 
passages  from  both  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments  in  a  37-minute 
memorized  recitation  that  drew 
from  19  books  of  the  Bible.  He  be¬ 
gan  in  Genesis,  walking  through 
toe  seven  days  of  creation  and 
jumping  periodically  to  Romans 
1  ana  other  passages  to  view  “His 
eternal  power  and  divine  nature.' 

McKenzie  paired  each  day  of 
the  creation  account  with  a  corre¬ 
sponding  biblical  truth  about  the 
God  who  lights  the  world,  feeds 
the  birds  of  the  air  and  offers  rest 
to  toe  wearv 
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I  for  one  had  gotten  to  where  I  hardly 
er  listened  to  what  was  being  said,  but 
e  day  years  ago  I  was  on  a 
xted,  taxied  to  the  end  of 


In  Baptist  churches  it  seems  as  though 
it  has  just  become  a  part  of  the  form 
of  our  worship  service  that  at  the  dose 
of  the  service  or  at  sometime  during  the 
service  we  extend  an  invitation.  Many 
churches  and  even  some  evangelical 
services  do  not  have  this  time  of  invitation. 

The  reason  we  do  is  because  we  beheve  that 
we  are  under  a  mandate  from  heaven  to  ex¬ 
tend  an  opportunity  for  men,  women,  boys 
and  girts  to  respond  to  the  call  of  Jesus  to 
theirnearts. 

While  there  are  many  passages  that 
would  indicate  this  in  the  Scriphire,  none 
could  be  cfcarer  than  in  Revelation  when 
it  says, ‘And  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  say, 

Come.  And  let  him  that  beareth  say,  Come. 

And  let  him  that  is  athirst  come.  And 
whosoever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of 
fife  fredy”  {Rev.  22:17).  There  is  an  appeal  tor  greeted  him  with  an 
There  is  an  opportunity  for  someone  to 
publicly  respond  out  of  their  heart  to  Jesus. 

Through  the  years  I  have  known  erf 
times  ana  experiences  where  people  were 
not  really  sure  what  the  invitation  time  was 
aQ  about.  I  think  ofthe  time  that  a  little 
fellow  came  down  the  aisle  and  the  pas¬ 
tor  meeting  him  and  welcoming  him  said, 

“Son,  how  do  you  come?”  The  little  boy 
who  came  to  church  on  one  of  the  church 
buses  in  the  bus  ministry  told  the  pastor, 

‘I  come  on  the  bus.”  What  the  pastor  was 
asking  and  what  the  little  boy  was  answer¬ 
ing  were  two  different  things,  but  in  time 
they  got  on  the  same  page. 

A  pastor  was  extending  the  invitation  at 
the  end  of  the  service,  ana  a  young  fellow 
who  was  not  too  acquainted  with  church 
life  came  walking  down  the  aisle.  The  pas- 


runway, 

anJ  power.  Then  the  announcementcame 
that  there  was  a  bomb  on  board  and  every¬ 
body  needed  to  move  immediately  to  the 
escape  hatches.  The  doors  popped  open 
and  the  chutes  went  from  tne  plane  to  the 
ground.  Everybody  started  making  their 
way  as  quickly  as  they  could  to  get  them¬ 
selves  down  me  chute,  off  of  the  plane  and 
away  from  what  could  be  an  aircraft  about 
to  explode.  I  became  more  deeply  inter¬ 
ested  in  what  those  folks  had  to  say  than  I 
had  ever  been  before.  I  wished  that  I  had 
paid  doaer  attention  and  that  they  would 
run  through  the  instructions  again 
As  a  pastor,  I  was  frequentiv  reminded 
that  I  never  knew  what  was  taking  place 
in  people's  lives  that  caused  them  to  oome 
to  a  deep  realization  of  a  great  need  for  the 


The  Invitation 


high  priority  as  the  invitation  from  God  certain  things.  Frequent  flyers  get  to  the 
is  offered  to  us.  We  must  never  treat  it  place  where  they  can  mumble  through 
lightly.  We  must  always  enter  into  it  with  that  almost  as  well  as  the  flight  attendant 
an  awareness  that  decisions  can  be  made  Rarely  do  they  pay  any  attention  at  all  to 

in  a  moment  of  time  that  will  affect  eter-  what  the  person  is  saying.  If  by  chance  yo 
nity.  Sometimes  pastors  can  be  lulled  into  bsve  ever  been  on  a  plane  and  nave  expen 


_ _ _ _ _  _  _  _  ^  ofGodto 

the  plan  of  dod  to  save  people  and  larw  procedures  to  be  put  into  action,  youlmow  make  the  Gospel  presentation  dear,  simple 

that  takes  place.  We  must  remain  vigilant  that  all  of  a  sudden  everything  that  you  and  powerful. 

. .  ‘  '  have  heard  said  again  and  again,  flight  after 

flight  comes  into  sharp  focus  because  of  The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 

your  desire  to  clearly  understand  and  acL  tions@mbcbarg. 


to  save  people  and 


to  seek  a  fresh  and  dear  biblical  under¬ 
standing  so  that  the  directions  are  clear 
for  someone  to  trust  Jesus. 


MS  POSITIONS 


-  GRACE  UNITED  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

DECATUR.  MS  IS  SEEKING  A  Bl- 
JS  '*  *  Bt-VOCATIOMAl  VOCATIONAL  PASTOR  Please  send 

"T*  .  •*?*;  resumes  10  Grace  United  Baptist  Church. 

^  p  °  ms 39327 

•nd  -0^.*  HAMILTON  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 

services  Please  send  returnee  to  Shiloh  HAMILTON.  MS  IS  SEEKING  » 

«  Church  PO  Bo.  1M  Sontag  MS  VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  Of  MUSIC 
or  email  to  e»then™rtm19S8a  Sand  resumes  to  Larry  Whitaker  Chair- 
hotmai.com  man.  40264  Hamilton  Road,  Hamilton  MS 

RIKA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Of  WKA,  MS  39746 _ 

IS  CURRENTLY  SEEKING  A  FULL-  THE  WAY  COMMUNITY  CHURCH  IS 
TIME  PASTOR  Denommebon  Southern  LOOKING  TO  FILL  THE  POSITION  Of 
Baphat  Please  tend  resumes  to:  A  B I- VOCATIONAL  YOUTH  MINISTER. 
fecpastorw4gmai.com  or  Pastor  Search  Wa  are  •  contemporary  SBC  Please  send 
^jvnitoe.  130  Cypress  81.  luka.  US  resume  to  PO  Bo.  1123.  Lounmite.  MS 
_ 39338  Mew  lhawaycommunitycnijicr:  ne: 


FIRST  CHURCH,  CHARLESTON:  John  Price,  pastor;  Barbara  Rodgers,  director. 

In  other  VBS 
News: 

>  Lynn  Ray  Road 
Church,  Petal: 

June  24  -  28;  pre- 
K  -  6th  grade;  6  - 
8:15  p.m.;  register 
at  lynnrayroadbap- 
tistchurcn  @gmail . 
com  or  call  (6ot) 

545-7635- 

►  Sand  HUI 
Church,  Wast:  June 
23  -  27, 6  -  8  p.m.; 

adults. 


TRINITY  CHURCH, 
VICKSBURG, 

raised  enough 
money  to  build 
five  long  house 
units  in  Malaysia. 
Enough  money  was 
raised  through  a 
churchwide  yard 
sale  for  two  of  the 
long  houses  at  $900 
each.  The  balance 
was  raised  during 
VBS.  As  a  result  of  a 
competition  be¬ 
tween  the  girts  and 
boys,  Lucy  Houseal 
and  William  Cook 
received  pies  in  the 
face. 


semens.  CM  Tom  Cook  S01-70M679 

TTmtH rnSetliMiiMiiiiiij  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY.  FREE  ES- 

CHURCH  NSURANCE  spfcui  «T  Dais  UphoMtory.  CMtoan,  Me*. 

■wTwwoSrEfS.  hsSSST,  _ 

rainW  Nads  reusig  Uurhas  n  Ntoncs  «Ni  GATUNBURG  RENTALS:  Catan  59V* 
GudaSton.  Pimdae  pope*  IrtRy.  auto  art  and  Condo  ITYnhs  CorWct  *32  8220401a 
eokars  comp  -  cM  t  (BOO)  42-3364  to  laqusat  E-mat  pr*a47eo@Nl  rmt  tar  Homiakon  and 

iSxaetay _  Pooiurs _ 

DO  YOU  ICED  A  CMJRCH  PMMBT?  Try  ou  BTAMED  GLASSWORKS,  RtC  serving  MS  4 
penoC&hrdurheelowgtY  hymsPato-  Al  mca  1885  CM 600406-2970 _ 

Pnongl  aNmampanoodSdom  ebro(lMaSD1-»4G«B4l _ 

SEBRENS  SJOWG  -  STAjned  GLASS:  rm  antons  and  repan 

mert.com  ChRNton mnadOon t Rto Sebin  HCPP* Stained GNes  Jeckson, 601 -502-020? 
601-882-2082  Al  home  tnproienwrt  adkn  GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  Health 
•"■JR  eRcart  modems,  metal  8  *mJe  Insurance  and  Medicare  Supplements  Cal 
mcrtaoaan  4  vnome  paio  owers.  dads.  1-800-5414196  or  vW  eneaTumarlnsuan 
10,11,1  A***^***"*  9*  caOninecom 


nursery 

>  Beulah  Church, 
Lexington;  June  24 

-  28,  8:30  -  11:30 
a.m. 
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\M~iat  I  teH  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light,  and  what  ypu^tg§rwhisp^d>n  your  ear.  proclaim  upon  the 
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information.  All  will  be  done  from  a  Biblical  perspective. 
Every  church  will  benefit  from  the  wisdom  of  this 
material. 


To  order  this,  and  any  other  resources  pertaining  to  Stewardship, 
please  contact:  Lisa  LeaveH,  Stewardship/CP  Promotion, 
601-292-3347  or  lleaveMmbcb.org 

_ 


Music  Mississippi 

August  23-24,  2013 
McLaurln  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Pearl 
Registration  Begins  at  12:30  p.m.  on  Friday 

Cost  of  Conference  $30 


Tennesse  Baptist  Convention 

FBC,  Joduon,  Mis*  ■ 

fahlwMMw 

Iwffe 

Assist.  Pro#,  of  Music 

KMhkk 

Mississippi  CoMeqe 

Belevue  BC,  Memphis,  Tenn 

•MnLeyd 

MOMMi 

Music/Worship  Focuby 

David  Yownf 

Blue  Mountain  College 

Church  Music  Deportment,  MBCB 

Student,  WUNom  Corey  University 


FBC,  Euporo,  Mis* 


FBC.  McComb,  Miss  Gibertown  BC,  G.lbertown,  Alo. 

Ptgw/Prwn/Kfxbggtd  immMoiW 

Wynby  In*  Daniel  Memorial  BC,  Jackson,  Miss. 

Church  Music  Dapl  ,  MBCB 

Tswuy  CfMi 

Crossgotes  BC,  Brandon,  Mtss 

For  more  information,  registration  forms  and  motel  listings,  refer  to 
your  2013  Noted  Events  Booklet.  You  may  also  call 
l-t00-74t-HSI,  ext.  267.  or  m  town  601-292-3267 
Registration  deadline  is  August  S.  20  I  i. 

Information  md  forms  sra  also  available  on  our  Web  see  at  www.mbcb.org 
Ckk  on  Drportmrnts/Church  Growth/Church  Mussc/Erents/Music  Mnmupf. 


JULY  26.  2013  -  JACKSON  COLISEUM  -  6:30  P.M. 

•  * 


ALL-STAR 


August  23  &  24,  2013 

First  Baptist  Church,  Brandon,  MS 

Special  Guests: 

David  Francis,  LifeWay 
Sam  Rainer  III 
Josh  Hunt 
Cost  $25 

Registration  Opens  6  p  m 
Friday  7  p.m  9  p  m. 

noon 


SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 

TRAINING 


Saturday  9  a  m 


September  24,  20)3 
Broadmoor  Ctiurch  Madison 


WORKSHOPS 


PWasi  ptersp  « 

Ator  Wwdvwrd  or> 


^.Qil  fot  (urlnef  ,o*<ac 

0*»lot  I  800  748  '65 1  ut  305 
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State  Literacy  Missions 


GROWIN(jflHURCHES* 

Spon*or*«t  by  MS  Baptist  Convention  A  North  M8  Baptlat  AacooMion 

Growing  Churches  Conference 

Friday  and  Saturday,  August  9  and  10, 2013 

Harrisburg  Baptist  Church 
4675  Cliff  Gookln  Blvd 
✓Hp-  Tupelo,  MS  38801 


&  For  mom  information  contact  tfw 
DisdplMhip  and  Family  Mlnitfry 
D«partm*nt  of  th*  Miwittippi  Baptist 
ConvanWon  Board  at  601-2924283 
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SCHOOL  PRAYER  WALK 
Datoi:  Sunday,  July  28,  2013 

Pray  for  our  Mississippi  students,  teachers,  administrators,  and 
school  boards.  Pray  that  the  Glory  of  the  Lord  will  fill  the  offices, 
classrooms,  halls  and  athletic  fields  of  our  Mississippi  schools.  Visit 
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Sunday  School  and  Small  Group  Training 

Keynote  Speaker  and  Pastor/Gene$al  Conference  Leader: 

Allan  Taylor 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church,  Madison 
July  1 3,  201 3  •  8r30  -  noon 

S  < '«  )NM  )KEI)  HS  III;  Si  MMY  S<  H<  K  )l  DEPARTMENT  OF  IHF 
Mississippi  Bxptist  Convention  Board. 

For  more  information  contact  us  at  1 -800-748-1 651 ,  ext.  291,  ok  601-292-3291. 


DON'T  MISS 


GuideStone*  iwir 

Financial  Resources  Am 

Do  well  Do  right  •  COOP£R*TJVE  PROGRAM 

Thinking  you'll  novor  retiro?  Kaop  thinking...  If 
you  don't  dio  in  the  pulpit,  you'll  n— d  a  pile  of 
money  to  toko  car*  of  tho  health  bills  whon  you 
cannot  praochl  Enroll  in  tho  "Church  Rotiroment 
Plan"  today. 

Call  Robin  Nichols,  MBCB,  601-292-3226 


Missionary  Parents  Fellowship 
Dates:  Friday,  September  20  -  Saturday,  September  21, 2013 
Time:  Sept.  20, 2  p.m.  -  Sept.  21, 1230  p.m. 
Location:  Garaywa  Camp  &  Conference  Center,  Clinton 


Date:  Saturday,  September  21, 2013 
Time:  830  a.m.  - 1 230  p.m. 
Location:  Garaywa  Camp  &  Conference  Center,  Clinton 


For  more  information  contact  lisa  Millar  in  tho  WMU  office  at  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  at  601-292-3317  or  lmiNarOmbcb.org 


In  April  of  this  year 
briefing  labeled  Eva 
Christians  and  Cath 


an  Aitov 


ristian 


Religious  Freedom— How  Much  Longer? 


200  years,  but  in  recent  years 
religious  freedom  has  come 
under  much  scrutiny  if  not  out¬ 
right  attacked  by  a  more  liberal 
and  secular  society. 

Recently  The  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  met  in  Hous¬ 
ton,  Texas,  and  addressed  this 
issue  in  one  of  its  resolutions. 

A  resolution  is  the  consensus 
cminion  on  an  issue  or  topic  by 
the  group  present  at  that  par¬ 
ticular  place  and  time.  Several 
resolutions  were  discussed 
and  voted  on  by  those  attend¬ 
ing.  The  media  highlighted  the 
resolution  on  the  policy  change 
by  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
but  neglected  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  one,  religious  freedom. 

The  resolution  ’ON  VIOLA¬ 
TIONS  OF  RELIGIOUS  FREE¬ 
DOM  AND  ASSEMBLY  IN 


Need  a  light? 

Jesus  said.  "I  am  the  light  ol  the  world. 
Whoever  fallows  me  will  uol  ».,lk 
in  darkness  hul  "ill  have  the 
light  of  life."  (John  S:  1 2  > 

Simplv  share  the  lollowint!  prayer 
with  tiod  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
1 1  have  sinned. • 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sit)' 
and  freedom  from  eternal 

death.  1 1  repent. i 
\  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my  'ins 
and  |o  restore  my  relationship 
with  you.  1 1  believe  in  Jesus. > 
4  It \  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  (  hrisl 
into  mv  life,  from  this  time  on. 
I  y>,ini  lo  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
vvilh  llim.  1 1  receive  (  hrisl  as 
in  v  Sav  ior  and  l.ord.i 

"Itiil  as  iii.niv  as  received  him,  to  them  he  gave 
tin  right  to  become  children  of  (.ml.  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name,  ijohn  1:12* 
If  you  make  a  decision  for  Christ  today. contact  a 
local  Si  hi i her ii  Baptist  church  for  spiritual  guidance. 


THE  UNITED  STATES’  states 
that  we  are  to  enjoy  "religious 
freedom  as  an  indispensable 
human  right’  and  that  it  is 
’an  essential  component  of  a 
free  society.*  The 
resolution  also 
quotes  Article  18 
of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  Declaration  k  __ 

on  Human  Rights 
which  says,  "Every-  1  / 

one  has  the  right  to  I” 

freedom  of  thought, 
conscience,  and 
religion,  this  right 
includes  freedom  to 
change  his  religion 
or  belief,  and  free-  With  Jimmy 

dom,  either  alone  or  Porter 
in  community  with 
others  in  public  or 
private,  to  manifest  his  religion 
or  belief  in  teaching,  practice, 
worship  and  observance.’ 

Who  would  have  thought 
that  any  religious  group  would 
need  to  address  and  pass  a  res¬ 
olution  on  religious  freedom? 

On  May  7th,  the  National  Day 
of  Prayer.  Coast  Guard  Rear__ 


2 


Admiral  William  Lee  in  speak¬ 
ing  to  the  audience  gathered  in 
Washington,  D.C.  stated  that 
relmous  freedom  is  under  at¬ 
tack  Representative  Doug  Cok- 

Ilins,  (R-GA),  woo  is 
a  minister  and  an 
Air  Force  reservist, 
recently  remarked, 
’It  appalls  me  to 
hear  the  military 
of  the  freest  nation 
in  the  world  has  la¬ 
beled  people  of  faith 
as  religious  extrem¬ 
ists  and  continues 

_ _ _  this  hostile  attitude 

even  after  offer - 
1  ing  a  half-hearted. 

public  apology.' 
Why  would  he  make 
such  a  comment? 


to  allow  into 


ample*  of  religious  extremism. 
They  were  included  on  a  list 
that  also  mentioned  A1  Qaeda 
and  Hamas. 

Christian  organizations,  on 
college  and  university  cam- 


SCRIPTURE  SCRflfYlfME 


GTNIH  IWHT  VYEER  FRO  TING- 
SIAGNHVK  NI  AELCFUR  APRREY  BTU 
EB  YB  GHTNOIN  URYO  KWONN 
NDA  FO  NDA  DAEM  EUSTRSQE 
IUCPLAISPNTO  ELT  OT  EB 
DNRSANDTINGUE  HCWIH  ODG  TEH 
HSIPAIINLPP  XIS  OGD  EPEAC  EKEP 
ESSHPAT  AHSLL  LLA  NMSDI  NAD 
SETHAR  UOFR  VSEEN  TUHHGRO 

ESUJS  DAN  HSICRT  RUOY 

Have  fun  with  scrambled  uords  and  exercise  pour  Bible 
knowledge.  Unscramble  each  word  to  discover  the  verse  or 
verses  from  the  King  James  Version.  For  an  extra  challenge, 
unscramble  the  passage  first  before  unscrambbng  the  scrip¬ 
ture  teference. 


do  not  affirm  the  moral  and 
religious  standards  of  said 
organization.  Business  owners 
have  been  taken  to  task  and' 
sometimes  to  court  for  refus¬ 
ing  to  cater  weddings  of  same 


Local  governments  have 
attempted  to  deny  church 
group#  the  right  to  locate  in 
certain  areas  by  saying  ’it  is 
not  good  for  business.'  When 
our  federal  government  man¬ 
dates  that  a  business  owner 
provide  insurance  to  cover  the 
‘morning  after  pill’  and  other 
abortion  aids,  it  is  blatant 
religious  discrimination. 

Tne  list  of  threats  and  in¬ 
nuendos  gets  longer  each  week. 
The  right  to  assemble  and  the 
right  to  speak  freely  on  reli¬ 
gious  issues  are  becoming  more 
and  more  endangered.  How 
much  longer  do  we  have  before 
some  taw  is  passed  that  says 
parts  of  the  Bible  no  longer  can 
be  preached  or  discussed  in  a 
public  forum?  If  it  is  happen¬ 
ing  in  other  parts  of  the  world, 
can  it  happen  in  America? 

Who  is  guarding  our  con 
titutional  right  to  religious 
freedom?  If  you  say  the  White 
House  and  Congress  then  you 
better  ask.  ’How  many  scan¬ 
dals  do  we  have  going  on  nght 
now  in  this  administration? 

The  fact  is  that  unless  religious 
groups  rise  up.  state  their  posi¬ 
tions.  and  vote,  these  freedoms 
will  continue  to  be  legislated 
a  wav  by  a  naive  Congress  and 
a  judicial  system  dedicated  to 
making  laws  instead  of  inter¬ 
preting  current  law. 

Citizenship  and  Religious 
Liberty  Sunday  (June  30th) 
and  July  4th  aire  just  days 
away.  As  a  nation  we  are  very 
careful  to  celebrate  our  free¬ 
doms,  but  we  must  continue 
the  fight  for  these  freedoms. 
The  Oiristian  Action  Commis¬ 
sion  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  joins  hands  with 
other  like-minded  groups  and 
organizations  in  laboring  to 
preserve  these  fundamental 
rights  granted  to  us  by  our 
God  and  our  government. 

Pray  for  us  and  work  with  us 
in  tKis  endeavor. 

Porter  senes  us  exacu- 
fiie  director-treasurer  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission.  He  con  be 
contacted  at  601-292^3332  or 
jporten*  christianaction.com 
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^BBBBgnSs  '||S|H|  MBjlMHBB  sustains  me." 

.flvvrm  •  l. .  ■  North  American  Mission 

Boar|i  (NAMB)  President  Kevin 

Bf„  ffwHK"  ^  :  [f  Kvj  Ezell  delivered  the  entity's  report, 

■  •  JfeTjBl^ri9UCiQt!  s"lnK  that  1,084  new  churches 

JWeWEP^JWBM  in  North 

t'BSL'  ><'111  lire  goal,  to 

*  ,N»  B  ■ '  plant  churches  in  cities  and  in  ar- 

ff  -  ercs  where  Southern  Baptists  have 

Ife.  .  -  less  of  a  presence 

_ _ J  He  cited  statistics  that  show 

Mississippi  has  one  SBC  church 

EXHIBIT  PREP  -  Terry  Pedigo  (left),  director  of  design  for  for  every  1385  people,  Texas  has 

the  International  Mission  Board  (IMB),  and  Alan  Perrow,  senior  °ne  for  every  3351,  New  Jersey 
graphic  designer  with  the  IMB,  set  up  the  organization’s  exhibit  «**  for  e*oy  78,000,  and  Canada 
June  8  prior  to  the  158th  annual  meeting  of  the  SBC  at  the  one  for  every  115,000.  Missfolo- 
George  R.  Brown  Convention  Center  in  Houston.  (BP  photo)  osteite  said,  say  one  evangelical 

cnurcn  is  needed  tor  every  1,000 

many  boys  as  powible  with  the  Page's  new  book,  Melissa,  which  to  2,000  people.  _ 
te-dianging  Gosjd  cf  Jesus  he  called  “one  of  the  most  power-  _  7Ve  ?nl?J.*0>u.to*£,5*?> 
Christ,  to  work  tow  ird  the  never-  ful  books  Tve  have  ever  read/  Ezefl  said,  adding  that  80%  of  the 
sal  of  this  new  membership  pol-  Rainer  noted  it  is  unusual  for  population  lives  in  and  around 
icy,  and  to  advocate  against  any  him  to  promote  a  book  during  c??es'  .NAMB  has  highlighted  32 
future  change  in  leadership  and  his  repeat.  “Many  of  us  in  voca~  apes  it  calls  Send  Cities,  Ezell 
membership  policy  that  normal-  tional  ministry  want  to  act  like  our  ®|7  an“  a  NAMB  nussionary 
izes  sexual  conduct  opposed  to  the  homes  have  no  problems.  Frank  designated  as  the  Send  City  Coor- 
biblical  standard- "  Page  takes  down  the  trade  and  d““tor  resides  in  each  one. 

The  resolution  on  mental  lets  us  see  a  real  family  with  real  Th«  coordinator’s  job  is  to 
health,  also  overwhelmingly  ap-  struggles,"  Rainer  said.  recruit  church  planters  to  that 

proved,  identified  such  mental  Messengers  also  passed  a  reso-  c*ty-  Additionally,  Ezell  said, 
health  issues  as  autism  disorders,  lution  calling  on  churches  to  pro-  mere  is  a  Church  Planting  Cata- 
intellectual  disability,  and  mental  tect  children  from  sexual  abuse  ‘T51  for  every  one  million  people 


**"*  «nd  treatment  <When  un-  ■  In 
^  dertaken  in  a  manner  consistent  (IMB) 
with  a  biblical  worldview."  Bvered 

jrS£s2&*  ass 

to^L-  homosexual-identifying  IlJteSth ^S^d torirfa^  SSfb 
youth  is  "viewed  by  many  homo-  Qj— -  ^  ^ohitinn  static  dS  h 
sexual  activists  as  merely  the  first  ***■  T306,  ^ 

step  in  a  process  thatwfll  funda-  waJhfi^T^sM«riItS  rfSirtT 

S&wXS'JKEt  *SX 

Chun*  in  Springdale,  Ar.,  made  a  through 
tnrtoon  that  called  on  SBC  entities 
tor"i  ooopefttively  to  awtA  world  h 
ded^n^^^n^fal^^  *“4  reaouroes  available  \  Hie 

110  mAviduals  and  churches  that  Wed,  i 
pbote  basa:  mder^nd-  minister  to  those  who  suffer  from  CUUPGJ 

Mi  m™tal  WM>  chaDemes.  The  churche 

ij1  neeoiessty  pofitiOu  motion  was  referred  to  toeExecu-  ted  to  re 
Mm  heighten  ■an<*  tive  Committee  and  other  entities.  Embrao 

M  .Floyd  cited  statistics  that  58  KCpeo, 

a  million  Americans  and  450  mil-  gaged  bj 

W  f*"0"®  worldwide  suffer  *^e  ; 

^a^wtiawithffveBoy  Smuts  from  mental  disorders,  and  one  more  if 
jhoCB^not  abandon  their  million  die  from  suicide  annually.  Said.  IM 
"*  <*ureh“  "*  oommu-  million, 
nities  are  filled  with  people  who  than  ths 
^n^uglhar  Royal  AmtMssadon  need  Southern  Baptists  to  minis-  through 

f cr  to  them  and  tharfamities.  and*i4< 

.,  "It’s  time  for  the  SBC  to  be  on  tie  Mow 

3r^,n°rrx,n  deve*op  *e„fr°nt  ■»«  <*  1*^  tts  < 

_ I  ,  .  challenges,"  he  said.  where  o» 

resofotionurged  diurches  Dunngthe  UfeWay  presents-  Via  tl 
^  ^^lthiLiT<UnJLthe  hon.  entity  President  fhSmRain-  commur 
Boy  Scouts  "to  seek  to  unpact  as  er  encouraged  messengers  to  read  gem  he* 

COOLING  OFF  -  Hudson  Ls«,  age  eight  celebrates  after  sliding  down 
slide  June  8  at  a  block  party  at  First  Outreach  Church  in  Houston.  Texaa  i 
Houston  participated  in  Crossover  2013,  an  evangelistic  outreach  held  pr 
Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  June  11-12  in  Houston.  (BP  photo) 
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— «™*b»#unday  School  Lssmrs  for  June  23,  2013 

God  Instructs  His  People  •  Exodus  20:1-4,7-8, 12-17;  24:4-8 


God  chose  Israel  to  be  His  people.  As  the 

sovereign  Creator  of  all  people,  the  prerog¬ 
ative  to  choose  a  people  for  Himself  rested 
with  God  alone.  As  pert  of  that  prerogative, 
God  also  had  the  sole  right  to  determine 
how  His  people  should  live  and  what  they 
should  accomplish.  In  the  metanarrative 
of  God's  Story,  God  revealed  His  purpose 
as  seeking  to  redeem  lost  people,  men  and 
women  who  had  allowed  their  sinfol  behav¬ 
ior  to  separate  them  from  God.  Thus,  to  be 
used  of  God  in  the  redemptive  enterprise. 
His  people  had  to  become  a  kingdom  of 
priests  and  a  holy  nation  (Exod.  19:6).  As 
priest  they  would  represent  a  holy  God  to 
sinful ipeople  and  sinful  people  to  a  holy 
God.  Therefore  their  character  was  to  mir¬ 
ror  His  character  at  holiness. 

Be  Loyal  to  God  (Exod.  20:1-4.7-8) 

God's  first  instruction  to  His  people  was 
for  them  to  maintain  a  proper  relationship 
with  Him.  As  such  they  needed  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  He  was  the  LORD  their  God  who 
brought  them  out  of  Egypt;  they  could  not 
have  any  other  gods  beside  Him  (20:1-3). 
Attendant  to  this  command  was  the  second 
instruction  against  making  and  worship¬ 
ing  idols,  graven  images  of  created  filings 
(20:4-5).  This  command  was  very  impor¬ 
tant  considering  the  propensity  of  other  na- 


the  name  of  the  LORD  your  God  in  vain 
(207:  RSV).  In  literal  Hebrew  the  com¬ 
mand  is  “You  shall  not  lift  up  the  name  of 
the  LORD  your  God  to  emptiness.'  People 
claiming  to  be  God's  children  but  living  as 
though  He  does  not  exist  are  lifting  up  His 
name  to  emptiness.  If  you  say  today,  *1  am  a 
Christian,* 

then  your  - 

life  should  .  /  • 

reflect  the 

claim  with 

Christ  but 

talk  and  ” 

live  like  the 
Devil,  you 


cal  relationship  between  Him  and  people, 
but  He  also  sought  proper  relationships 
between  people,  the  horizontal  dimension. 
Training  on  how  to  treat  people  properly 
begins  in  the  home  with  the  education  of  the 
children.  As  such,  children  were  expected 
to  honor  their  fathers  and  mothers  (20:12). 

The  word 

“honor"  de¬ 
rives  from 

the  Hebrew 

-  ..  ,  .  ,,  term  “to 

Studies  far  Life 

W.  Wayne  Vanftormk:  ™ant  '}<’ 

A  give  weight 

to"  parental 


tions  to  worship  idols. 

God's  third  instruction  was  to  “not  take 


up  God’s  name  to  emptiness. 

God  also  instructed  His  people  to  re¬ 
member  the  Sabbath  day,  to  keep  it  holy" 
(20:8).  The  Hebrew  word  rendered  "Sab¬ 
bath"  means  "rest"  The  Sabbath  was  to  be 
a  weekly  day  of  rest  from  work  and  normal 
activities  to  worship  and  to  meditate  on 
God  as  Creator  (Exod.  20:11)  and  as  Deliv¬ 
erer  (DeuL  5: 15) 

Be  Respectful  of  Others 
(Exod.  20:12-17) 

God’s  instructions  related  to  the  verti¬ 


Teople 
were  to 

value  human  life  by  not  committing  pre¬ 
meditated  murder  (20:13).  They  were  to 
value  the  sanctity  of  marriage  by  not  com¬ 
mitting  adultery  (20:14).  People  were  also 
to  honor  their  neighbor’s  property  by  not 
stealing  it  (20:15k  The  prohibition  against 
giving  Take  testimony  (20:16;  RSV)  was 
intended  to  undergird  the  value  of  truth  in 
legal  proceedings  m  particular  and  in  ev¬ 
eryday  life  in  general.  Finally,  to  maintain 
proper  relationship  with  God  and  neigh¬ 
bor,  God's  people  were  to  avoid  coveting 
their  neighbor’s  possessions  (20:17).  Covet¬ 
ing  is  the  spirit  of  entitlement  in  which  one 
person  desires  what  another  has.  Often  the 


attitude  intensifies  into  sn  uncontrollable 
urge  resulting  in  an  act  of  violence  or  sin  in 
obtaining  what  another  has. 

Be  Committed  to  Obedience 
(Exod.  24*8) 

God's  people  needed  to  commit  to  being 
obedient  to  me  Lord’s  instructions  or  they 
would  never  become  a  kingdom  of  priests 
or  a  holy  nation.  So  Moses  "wrote  down 
everything  file  Lord  had  said"  (24:4;  RSV). 
He  built  an  dtar  and  erected  12  stone  pil¬ 
lars,  representing  the  12  tribes  of  Israel. 
The  covenant  community  worshiped  by 
offering  sacrifices  (24:5).  Moses  then  read 
the  Book  of  the  Covenant  and  the  people 
vowed  to  do  "everything  the  Lord  has  said" 
(20:7a).  They  promised  to  obey  (24.7b). 
Moses  symbolically  sealed  five  pledge  by 
sprinkhng  hah' the  blood  on  the  altar  (24:6) 
and  file  other  half  on  the  people  (24:8). 

I  was  once  asked  by  a  new  convert  why 
she  needed  to  be  baptized.  I  explained 
how  baptism  was  a  symbolic  portrayal  of 
death,  burial,  and  resurrection,  signifying 
both  Christ’s  commitment  to  believers  and 
new  believers'  commitment  to  Him.  I  also 
pointed  out  baptism  is  the  believer's  first 
act  of  obedience.  God's  people  demonstrate 
obedience  to  Him  one  act  at  a  time! 

VanHom  is  Dean  of  the  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  School  cf Christian  Studies  and  the  Arts. 


Whom  Can  I  Trust?  •  Job  28:1-4,  12-13,  15-1620-23,  26-28 


The  title  of  this  lesson,  "Whom  Can 
1  Trust?,"  is  a  very  appropriate  study  in 
the  light  of  the  news  this  week  and  the 
evidenoe  that  people  nor  governments  are 
always  worthy  of  trust.  An  employee  of 
National  Security  Agency  broke  the  trust 
of  the  agency  by  revealing  a  practice  of  sur¬ 
veillance  he  thought  violated  the  privacy  of 
private  citizens  and,  at  the  same  time,  vio¬ 
lated  the  security  practices  of  the  NSA  and 
the  peoples’ trust 

No  one  has  ever  experienced  a  deeper 
crisis  of  belief  than  Job.  His  friends  have 
turned  against  him  in  his  suffering  and 
are  accusing  him  of  a  secret  sin  which  has 
caused  the  extreme  affliction  and  despera¬ 
tion  he  is  experiencing.  Job  does  not  un¬ 
derstand  why  God  is  not  answering  him  as 
he  cries  out  to  Him  concerning  why  these 
things  have  happened  to  him.  He  admit¬ 
ted  that  he  did  not  understand  the  all- 
powerful  God  and  could  not  even  if  God 


him  to  confess  his  sin,  repent  of  it,  and, 
thus,  return  to  :eflowship  with  God.  They 
are  persistent  in  their  condemnation  and 
accusations,  but  offer  him  no  comforLjsn- 
couragement,  or  consolation.  From  their 
total  ignorance  of  Job’s  situation  and  their 
flawed  perspective  of  God  and  the  relation¬ 
ship  He  denies  to  have  with  humans,  they 


maintain  that  Job’s  suffering  is  the  resuh 
of  secret  sin  in  his  life,  and  that  repentance 
of  that  sin  will  straighten  out  his  Ufa,  and 
he  will  again  have  everything  he  had  be¬ 
fore  his  affliction— family,  possessions, 
and  wealth.  But  Job  refuses  to  admit  to 
something  he  did  not  do.  He  knows  from 
his  experience  that  the  righteous  are  not 
shielded  from  suffering,  and  the  wicked  do 
prosper  in  spite  of  tbebelief  of  some  reh- 

.  . 

Job  still 
believes  God 

£ h,rS  Explore  the  i 

SSL?  3 

sinfulness; 
therefore,  he  S 
rehearses  his 
case  as  he 


teously-and  will  not  allow  this - — 

compromise  his  convictions  morally  or  _ 

spiritually.  Part  of  his  dedication  is  in  his  joo  connnues  wren  uie  suq*  in iu 

speech,  about  which  he  says,  "My  lips  will  ing  process  to  illustrate  that  people 
nb>  sneak  wickedness,  and  my  tongue  will  to  great  lengths  to  achieve  what  tty 
utternodeceit."  (27:4)  ,  human  inE«iuitv  “ 

Wisdom  is  the  subject  in  chapter  28  be¬ 
cause  Job  wants  to  show  what  real  wisdom 


is.  He  first  speaks  of  earthly  or  natural 
wisdom  and  then  of  needed  or  eternal  wis¬ 
dom.  The  work  of  mining  in  Job’s  day  was 
the  great  example  of  human  skill  and  inge- 

medical  achievements  are'toSay.  Mining 
produces  metals  and  gems  that  would  be 
unknown  except  for  very  haul  work  that 
extracting  them  from  the  earth  requires. 
A  lesson  learned  is  that  anything  of  value 
requires 
effort  or 
expendi¬ 
ture.  The 
ore  dug 
from  the 
earth  must 
be  refined 
to  become 
the  product 
of  greatest 
possible 
and  value.  In  order  to  be  useful 


the  purifying  process  which  often  comes  in 
the  form  of  trials. 

Job  continues  with  the  steps  in  the  min¬ 
ing  process  to  illustrate  that  people  may  go 
to  great  lengths  to  achieve  what  they  want 
by  sheer  wffl,  human  ingenuity  and  hard 
work,  but  their  own  efforts  to  attain  wis¬ 
dom  for  coping  with  life  fall  tar  short  of  the 


Explore  the  Bible 
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£ 
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wisdom  available  in  and  from  God.  The 
wisdom  that  comes  from  God,  the  practi¬ 
cal  application  of  God’s  Word  to  daily  liv¬ 
ing,  is-fer  more  valuable  than  all  earthly 
treasures— whether  gold  or  silver,  coral, 
jasper,  rubies  or  topaz— none  compare 
with  true  wisdom.  This  truth  is  a  shock  for 
‘wisdom  and  the  acquisition  of  wealth  are 
inseparable  in  the  minds  of  most  men." 
(F.CCook) 

"Where  does  wisdom  come  from? 
Where  dries  understanding  dwell?"  Wis¬ 
dom  is  found  in  God.  His  wisdom  is  re¬ 
flected  in  the  order  and  practicality  of  cre¬ 
ation.  The  winds  and  the  waters,  the  rain 
and  the  thunderstorms  were  confirmed 
and  tested  by  His  wisdom.  Job  said,  “The 
fear  of  the  Lord— that  is  wisdom,  and  to 
shun  evil  is  understanding."  Human  wis¬ 
dom  has  devised  impressive  philosophies 
of  life,  some  secular  and  others  religious, 
some  materialistic  and  others  spiritual. 
The  Lord  reveals  His  wisdom  through  His 


to  seek  it  and  to  live  by  it.  Since  the  «*.u- 
ning  of  wisdom  is  to  fear  the  Lord  (Prov¬ 
erbs  9:10),  wisdom  from  God  comes  to 
those  who  seek  it  through  persistent  Bible 
study  and  prayer. 

Duncan  is  a  member  of  First  Church, 
StarkviUe. 


FINCH 

core  from  p.2 

binging  on  TV  or  movies,  my 
own  wrong  motives,  wrong 
beliefs,  and  even  unconfessed 
sin.  When  I  have  allowed  any 
of  those  things  in  my  life,  it 
has  caused  me  to  grow  weary. 


The  Bible  encourages  us  to 
lay  aside  those  things  which 
easily  trip  us  up  ana  cause 
us  to  sin,  and  instead  fix  our 
eyes  on  Jesus. 

What  about  you?  Be 
honest  with  yourself.  What 
causes  you  to  grow  spiritually 
weary?  Are  there  patterns 


that  need  to  change  so  you 
will  not  be  tempted  to  give 
into  evil?  It  is  not  enough  for 
us  to  just  identify  destruc¬ 
tive  symptoms,  habits  or 
patterns;  we  must  then  do 
something  about  it. 

Let’s  not  be  those  Chris¬ 
tians  who  set  like  we  have  it 
all  together  while  we  silently 


wallow  in  our  sin. 

Find  someone  who  will 
hold  you  accountable  and 
encourage  you  and  build  you 
up  to  continue  to  do  the  good 
you  know  you  ought  to  do 
(Hebrews  3:13, 10:24). 

Finch  serves  as  assistant 
professor  of  theology  in 


women’s  studies  at  South¬ 
western  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth,  and  is  nearing  the 
end  of  her  Ph.D.  studying 
systematic  theology.  This 
column  first  appeared  at 
BiblicalWoman.org,  a  blog 
of  Southwestern  Seminary, 
and  appears  here  courtesy  of 
Baptist  Press. 
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HIGH  HILL  CHURCH.  PHILADELPHIA,  recog¬ 
nizes  its  Bible  drillers.  Front  row;  Abby  Cook,  Brie- 
tine  Gibson,  end  Whitney  Billings;  beck  row:  Logan 
Anderson,  Stephen  GHmore,  Alexis  Billings,  end 
Hunter  Graham. 

T  !  The  mission 

a,  ^ .  a  team  from 


VAIDEN  CHURCH,  VAIDEN,  recently  licensed  Patrick  Bain 
and  Sid  Vaughn  into  the  gospel  ministry.  Shown  are  Bain, 
pastor  Dean  Stewart  and  Vaughn. 


LIBERTY  HILL  CHURCH,  POPE. 

recently  honored  their  pastor  of  nine 
years,  Jay  Anderson,  with  a  plaque 
recognizing  his  service. 


to  Moore,  Olda.,  to 
provide  disaster 
relief  for  tornado 
victims.  The  team 
also  provided  a  day 

mm  Ii'l, 

care  lor  cniiaren 
while  their  parents 
worked  toward 
sorting  through 
remains  and  filed 


DESOTO  CHURCH.  CLARKE  CITY,  tried  to  Stamp  Out 
Negativism  in  March.  Anyone  saying  anything  negative  had 
to  put  a  quarter  in  a  jar.  The  money  went  to  the  Annie  Arm¬ 
strong  Easter  Offering.  Shown  are  youth  team  members  Kyi 

and  Lindsey  Followeil. 


pastor. 
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DANIEL  MEMORIAL  CHURCH.  JACKSON,  ordained  Loren 
White  to  the  gospel  ministry  May  19.  Shown  are  White  and 
pastor  Lawrence  BayioL  White  will  encourage  and  train  churdt- 
ee  In  ministry  to  Muslims  as  an  area  representative  of  Crescent 
Project  He  also  ministers  through  preaching  and  music. 


FELLOWSHIP  CHURCH.  MATHISTON.  held  e  baby  dedica 

tion  service  for  Rydder  Lowery  and  Denny  K  Washington  Apr. 
28.  Parents  are  Christopher  and  Kayla  Leggett. 


J  CHURCH. 

sent 

